
APPENDIX 1 
 

BARROW HIGHWAYS ADVISORY SUB-GROUP 
 

Minutes of a Meeting of the Barrow Highways Advisory Sub-Group held on Friday, 
14 June 2019 at 10.15 am at Conference Room, Nan Tait Centre, Barrow 
 
 

PRESENT: 
 

Mr W McEwan (Chair) 
 

Mr F Cassidy (Vice-Chair) 
Mr D English 
Mr D Gawne 
Mr KR Hamilton 
 

Mr D Pidduck 
Mr B Shirley 
Mr R Worthington 
 

 
Also in Attendance:- 
 
Mrs L Harker - Senior Democratic Services Officer 
Ms T Ingham - Area Manager - Barrow 
Mr K Tetchner - Highways Network Manager 
 
 
 
1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies for absence were received from Mr S Solsby and Mr M Worth. 
 
 
2 MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the meeting of the Sub-Group held on 3 April 2019 were confirmed 
as circulated. 
 
 
3 LOCAL COMMITTEE HIGHWAYS DEVOLVED AND NON DEVOLVED 

BUDGET 2018-19 PROVISIONAL OUTTURN REPORT 
 
The Sub-Group received a report from the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which presented the provisional outturn expenditure against the Local 
Committee’s Highways Revenue and Capital budgets as at 31 March 2019. 
 
A discussion took place regarding weed spraying and members were informed that 
the first treatment had been undertaken with the next phase due to begin in early 
July.  Member were informed that the Highways Network Manager was investigating 
the possibility of a fourth spray of the weeds within the allocated budget.   
 
 



 
During the course of discussion members suggested that Barrow Borough Council 
be approached with a view to their areas of responsibility being treated for weeds at 
the same time as those of the County Council.  It was agreed that the Highways 
Network Manager would contact the Borough Council to discuss this. 
 
RECOMMENDED, that the report be noted. 
 
 
4 OPTIONS TO INCORPORATE CYCLE FACILITIES ACROSS JUBILEE 

BRIDGE FROM BARROW-IN-FURNESS TO THE ISLE OF WALNEY 
 
Members considered a report by the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which set out the proposal to proceed with Option 1 for the provision 
of a 12 months trial of a segregated footway (southern side) and cycletrack 
(northern side) on Jubilee Bridge.  The Highways Network Manager highlighted to 
the Sub-Group that due to the ongoing maintenance on the bridge it was anticipated 
the agreed option would not start until the Autumn 2019. 
 
The Sub-Group were informed that the proposal was principally for safety reasons; it 
minimised the conflict between pedestrians and cyclists and enabled greater width 
to be afforded to both parties by utilising both sides of the bridge.  It was noted that 
Jubilee Bridge formed part of the National Cycle Route 70 Walney to Wear and 
National Cycle Route 700 Walney to Glasson Dock, Lancaster and that the 
improvements would benefit users of this route.  The Sub Group felt this further 
enhanced the necessity for a second crossing. 
 
A discussion took place regarding the width of the proposed cycletrack.  It was 
confirmed that although this would be restricted any problems would be monitored 
during the 12 months trial period. 
 
Members highlighted the estimated £16,000 cost for progressing the notice and 
delivering the cycle infrastructure improvements in Option 1.  The Sub-Group 
welcomed the funding being sought from the non-devolved Highways Incentive 
Strategic Asset Management capital budget. 
 
The Sub-Group drew attention to the ongoing maintenance costs if, following the 
trial period and consultation, the scheme was implemented permanently.  It was 
noted those costs would be met through the Devolved Highways Revenue budget 
which would be used for the provision of signs and lines as appropriate. 
 
During the course of discussion it was suggested that a 20 mph speed limit be 
considered in the future. 
 
Following discussion members recommended to proceed with Option 1: 
 
 ‘Segregated Pedestrian and Cycle Facilities (ie cycle provision only on 

northern section, pedestrian only provision on southern section).  Whilst this 
option relies heavily on self-regulation and adherence by those using the 
facility, it minimises the conflict between both users and enables greater 



width to be afforded to both parties by utilising both sides of the bridge.  On 
completion of the junction improvements at North Road/Bridge Road, push 
button pedestrian crossing provision will be provided on both the Walney and 
Barrow side of Jubilee Bridge to enable pedestrians to safely cross.’ 

 
RECOMMENDED, that  
 
 (1) the report be noted; 
 
 (2) Option 1 (detailed above) be progressed which will 

provide a segregated footway (southern side) and 
cycletrack (northern side) on Jubilee Bridge, to be 
trialled for a 12 month period. 

 
 
5 ST PAUL'S C OF E JUNIOR SCHOOL, HAWCOAT LANE, BARROW - 

CROSSING ASSESSMENT 
 
Members considered a report by the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which informed the Sub-Group of a more detailed assessment which 
had been undertaken to ascertain if any further measures were warranted for a 
crossing at St Paul’s C of E Junior School, Hawcoat Lane, Barrow-in-Furness. 
 
The Sub-Group was informed that the assessment had concluded there was a need 
for measures to be put in place.  It was explained the measure identified on the 
Threshold Action Chart (referred to in table 2, Appendix 1 of the report attached to 
the agenda) was for a School Crossing Patrol (SCP).  However, it was noted that 
there was already an established SCP at this site, which met the recommended 
criteria, therefore, no further measures were suggested at this time.   
 
A detailed discussion took place regarding the criteria used when undertaking 
assessments to determine whether a crossing facility was justifiable at a particular 
site.  It was noted that in a half hour period the specified criteria required 700 people 
and 400 vehicles in the area which it was felt was impossible at this particular 
location.   
 
A discussion took place regarding the assessment criteria used by Lincolnshire 
County Council which was felt to be more appropriate.  Members asked whether the 
Authority’s agreed criteria could be revised to be more appropriate for the county.  
The Highways Network Manager informed members there were agreed service 
procedures across the Authority which could not be changed specifically by Barrow 
Local Committee.  He agreed to investigate this further and report back to the next 
meeting of the Sub-Group in October 2019.  
 
The local Member for Hawcoat informed members that outside the school over a 
five day average (Monday to Friday) 7,578 vehicles per day passed, of those, 18% 
were speeding which gave a total of 1,364 speeding vehicles per day.  It was 
highlighted that 30-40 mph was referred to as a kill zone. 
 
 



During the course of discussion the number of elderly pedestrians and people with 
learning difficulties in the area, as well as school children, who would benefit from a 
crossing was highlighted.  It was also suggested that this could be incorporated into 
a future School Travel Plan. 
 
The local Member for Hawcoat felt that taking into consideration all the information 
provided there was justification for both a zebra crossing and SCP at the location, 
highlighting other locations in the area which had both crossing facilities. 
 
The Sub-Group was informed that the Highway Programme of Works for 2019/20 
had been agreed.  Following a discussion members confirmed that the 
establishment of a zebra crossing at St Paul’s C of E Junior School, Hawcoat Lane, 
Barrow-in-Furness would be considered alongside all other schemes for possible 
inclusion in next year’s Programme of Works. 
 
During the course of discussion the Sub-Group raised their concerns regarding 
speeding traffic at a number of schools in the Barrow area.   
 
Members drew attention to the revised Terms of Reference which had been agreed 
at the County Council meeting in November 2018.  Members raised their concerns 
at the changes which had been made and felt they should be re-examined, 
highlighting the impact the changes had on local democracy.  The Chair of Barrow 
Local Committee agreed to raise concerns at his next political group meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDED, that 
 
 (1) no further measures are required at this time as the 

established School Crossing Patrol was found to be the 
most suitable measure for St Paul’s C of E Junior 
School; 

 
 (2) the establishment of a crossing at St Paul’s C of E 

Junior School, Hawcoat Lane, Barrow-in-Furness be 
considered alongside all other schemes for inclusion in 
next year’s Highway Programme of Works; 

 
 (3) a further report on highways policies and procedures be 

considered at the next meeting of the Sub-Group on 
15 October 2019. 

 
 
6 BIGGAR BANK TRAFFIC CALMING UPDATE 
 
Members considered a report by the Acting Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure which gave an update on ongoing discussions and work around the 
provision of traffic calming on Biggar Bank Road, Walney.   
 
 
 



The Sub-Group noted that the Annual Package of Measures (APM) budget for 
2019/20 included an approved allocation for traffic schemes with a budget of 
£23,000 and that the Biggar Bank Road, South Walney traffic calming was a 
scheme for inclusion within that budget.   
 
The Highways Network Manager presented members with the traffic calming 
options which had been presented to Barrow Local Committee in January.  In 
addition there was an alternative option (Option 6) of a chicane at two possible 
locations along with additional speed limit changes at the southern gateway. 
 
The local Member for Walney South expressed his thanks and appreciation to the 
Highways Network Manager and his Team for the work they had undertaken on this 
scheme.  He also thanked Barrow Local Committee for their financial contribution. 
 
Following a discussion it was  
 
RECOMMENDED, that Option 6 (detailed below) be agreed as the preferred 

option, to be paid for out of the Annual Package of Measures 
(APM) budget for 2019/20 which includes an approved 
allocation for Traffic Schemes with a budget of £23,000: 

 
 Option 6:  Chicane at southern end close to southern 30 mph 

limit and additional gateway markings including introducing a 
40 mph buffer.  Two potential locations for chicane.  Estimated 
works cost is £20,000. This is a combination of a number of 
potential options to give a further enforcement of the need to 
reduce speeds (referred to on Plan 6 of the report). 

 
 
7 NELSON STREET, DALTON - TRAFFIC ISSUES 
 
The local Member for Dalton North raised a concern regarding the safety of 
pedestrians on Nelson Street, Dalton-in Furness.  He drew attention to the number 
of vehicles mounting the pavement on Nelson Street, particularly at peak times of 
the day.   
 
The Sub-Group was informed that, as a solution to the problem, there were plans for 
a number of bollards to be erected at the edge of the pavement.  The local Member 
highlighted the potential impact this could have on traffic congestion on 
Market Street.  He requested that this be deferred for the immediate future to enable 
a survey of local residents and business owners to be undertaken.  During the 
course of discussion, whilst acknowledging the increase in costs, he suggested 
other options such as a one-way system or widening or removal of pavement be 
investigated.  The Highways Network Manager highlighted that the safety of 
pedestrians was a top priority and agreed to investigate this matter further.  It was 
agreed a further report would be considered at the Barrow Highways Sub-Group in 
December 2019. 
 
 



During the course of discussion the local Member for Dalton South drew attention to 
similar issues on Wellington Street.  The Highways Network Manager agreed to 
investigate this further and report back to the meeting in December of the Barrow 
Highways Sub-Group. 
 
 
8 DISABLED PARKING AT CRAVEN HOUSE, BARROW-IN-FURNESS 
 
The local Member for Hindpool notified the Sub-Group of the concerns she had 
received from a representative of Barrow Disability Association regarding disabled 
parking facilities at Craven House, Barrow.   
 
It was explained that medical assessments no longer took place at Phoenix House 
but were now undertaken at the Job Centre where there were no disabled parking 
places.  Members were informed that the Town Hall was the nearest place to park 
with disabled parking facilities.   
 
The local Member for Hindpool suggested that two parking spaces at the front of the 
building be converted to disabled parking places. 
 
The Highways Network Manager informed the Sub-Group that this was not a 
highways matter and the building was owned by Barrow Borough Council.  It was 
agreed that he would investigate this matter further and report back to the next 
meeting of Barrow Local Committee. 
 
 
9 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
(1) The local Member for Dalton North referred to agenda item 6 – Biggar Bank 

Traffic Calming (minute 6 refers) and asked that a similar scheme be 
considered at Pit Lane, Lindale.  He emphasised his concerns regarding the 
safety of local residents.  The Highways Network Manager agreed to 
investigate this matter further and report back direct. 

 
(2) The local Member for Roosecote asked about the removal of an obsolete 

speed monitoring sign from Roose Road.  The Highways Network Manager 
explained this did not have a maintenance agreement with the contractor but 
agreed to investigate this and report back direct. 

 
(3) The local Member for Hawcoat raised the following:- 
 
 (a) resurfacing works had been undertaken at one end of High Street, 

Barrow but highlighted the bad state of repair on the remainder of the 
Street.  The Highways Network Manager, whilst acknowledging the 
concerns raised, explained that the available budget had only allowed 
for a section to be resurfaced.  It was hoped that additional 
Government funding would be made available to enable additional 
works to be undertaken; 

 



 (b) an update on the Traffic Regulation Order on Elterwater Crescent.  It 
was explained this was progressing and included the additional 
disabled bay road markings; 

 
 (c) the signs and lines installed to highlight the narrowing of the highway 

near the Kings Arms, Quarry Brow, Barrow had not been effective, 
therefore, suggested that other options, including a one-way system, 
be investigated.  The Highways Network Manager agreed to 
investigate this matter further and report back direct; 

 
 (d) the Highways Network Manager confirmed that, to his knowledge, 

trees had never been treated to prevent sap. 
 
(4) A discussion took place regarding the weed spraying programme for the 

Barrow area.  It was explained that ZEST Cumbria (a local community action 
group created to help make Furness a cleaner, greener and safer place to 
live, work and visit) had purchased a machine to remove weeds.  Members 
suggested that they be approached with a view to working collaboratively with 
the Authority.  Whilst the Highways Network Manager acknowledged the 
advantages of working together he raised his concerns regarding health and 
safety liabilities for the County Council.  It was agreed that the Highways 
Network Manager and local Member for Hawcoat would meet with 
representatives of ZEST to investigate this matter further. 

 
(5) The local Member for Roosecote welcomed an area of land between 

Woodland and Middleton Avenue which was scheduled to be resurfaced. 
 
(6) The local Member for Ormsgill raised concerns regarding the number of pot 

holes in Cedar Road and Willow Road and asked that this matter be 
investigated further. 

 
(7) The Chair of the Local Committee raised his concerns regarding the lack of 

signs and lines in the Barrow area, particularly the town centre, and the 
negative effect this was having on the ability to enforce on-street parking 
restrictions.  The Highways Network Manager informed members that there 
was a schedule of works for this with a budget available from a central fund.  
He explained there had been recent problems with the white lining trailer 
which had now been rectified, therefore, it was anticipated works would begin 
soon. 

 
 
10 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 
It was noted that the next meeting of the Sub-Group would be held on Tuesday 
15 October 2019 at 10.15 am at the Nan Tait Centre, Barrow-in-Furness. 
 
 
 

The meeting ended at 11.55 am 


